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Who was the first person to tell you
about Jesus?  Perhaps it was a friend,
work associate, college roommate,
or relative.  For me it was my mother.
 My father was a preacher and he
certainly shared the message of Jesus
with me, but my first recollection

of the story of Jesus came from my mother reading the
stories and singing the songs.  Who do you think might
have been the first person to tell Jesus that he was the
Christ?  Maybe it was his mother.  And who first shared
the story of Jesus’ resurrection?  Of course they were
the women who returned to the apostles with the news
of the empty tomb.

The fourth chapter of John contains the story of
Jesus passing through Samaria where he stopped for a
time at Sychar on his way to Galilee.  At Jacob’s well
we see Jesus visiting with a Samaritan woman whose

life is divinely exposed and whose heart receives living
water.  Scripture says that due to her testimony, many
Samaritans became Jesus’ disciples.  Praise God for
women who, out of changed hearts, see themselves as
ambassadors for Christ.

Sharing the Good News is clearly the role for all
believers.  At Missions Resource Network we are
dedicated to facilitate the sharing of this message around
the globe, encouraging men and women to make a
difference.  Whether in the role of going or in the role
of sending, we each are called to partner in the gospel.
Your support of this ministry is one way in which
partnership happens.  Join with us to help churches
plant churches worldwide so that the message of the
resurrection is more effectively shared.  Perhaps you
would like to send a gift to honor a missionary woman
or a godly mother who first taught you about Jesus and
the resurrection.

When many Americans hear the term “missionary
woman,” they often visualize an image created by the
media.  They may think of Katherine Hepburn in the
movie African Queen who only became a “real woman”
when she shucked her petticoats and floated down
the Nile with Humphrey Bogart.  Or, they may identify
the term with a pious looking wife in out-of-date
clothing, standing in front of her African hut and
watching her pith-helmeted husband being boiled
alive by the local natives.  Books, such as those written
by Pearl Buck, or the more recent best seller, The
Poisonwood Bible, contribute to the portrait of the
missionary wife as a woman out of her element,
blindly following her husband's mission. Nothing
could be farther from the truth for most missionary
women, both past and present.

Single missionary women have not only made
great contributions in the last two centuries, but
continue to serve in nations around the world.  Single
women have blessed almost every aspect of church
life.  They are educated and well trained in missions
and work as translators, doctors, teachers, and specialists
in children’s missions.  Single missionary women have
found that mission work often allows them more

freedom to use their special gifts and talents than
would be possible in many stateside congregations.

Missionary wives, for the most part, have not
simply been women whose husband’s missionary call
has forced them to live in foreign cultures.  Rather,
they have been, and are, partners in the total mission
effort.  Ideally,
the decision
to live and
work in an
overseas
environment
has been a
family
decision and
both
husbands and
wives have
been trained
in mission
principles and
practices.

Missionary wives have made homes for their
families in strange environments, raised their children
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Mission work is not good enough
unless it produces a strong church.
Christians should remember that the
mission of Christ was to establish His
church and then to cherish her and
nurture her as a husband
would his bride.  This

intimate relationship between a husband and
wife is, in fact, inextricably bound up with the
strong connection between Christ and his
church.

Paul tells the Ephesians that Christ had
great passion for the church.  That passion
is seen in his deep love for the church and in his willingness
to sacrifice himself for her.  Christ died not only to redeem
individuals, but also to gather them into His church.
Those who go out in His name should remember the
divine bridegroom’s ardor for His bride and make that
passion a central focus of their ministries.

The apostle also says that Christ’s great purpose
focused on the church.  His strong affection for the church
and His willingness to lay down His life for her was
motivated by a single objective: “that He might present
to Himself the church in all her glory.”  This is Christ’s

plan, His agenda and, despite many obstacles,
He is bringing it to pass.

Missionaries must share the passion and
purpose of Christ for the church.  Wherever
they do their work for the Lord, missionaries
should include building the church of Jesus
Christ.  Going about doing good, living the
Jesus life, and baptizing individuals are essential,

but they are insufficient if they do not result in strong
churches.  Missionaries must make the establishing of
local churches their goal and we who send missionaries
should insist that whatever else our missionaries do, they
will help build Christ’s church.  This is, after all, His dream
and His quest, and it must also be ours.

Sowing Seeds in Argentina
by Bettye Blay

When I was asked to write an article
profiling a missionary woman, I immediately
thought of my friend Chandra McBroom.

Mission work was Chandra’s second
career.  She was a retired teacher who
initially thought, “They wouldn’t want a 60-
year-old retired teacher on the mission
field.”  A call to the mission team in Buenos
Aries, Argentina, however, revealed that
they needed someone to prepare missionary
children for school in the States.  Their
family would soon be completing its ten-
year commitment and returning home.

Chandra left with her daughter, Marilyn,
and spent almost all of the last decade of
her life working with the Argentine people.
She told me those years were some of the
happiest of her life.  She loved the
Argentines and they loved her.

The Spanish language fascinated
Chandra.  She continued her Spanish
studies the entire time she was in Argentina.
Many Argentines wanted to learn English,
so Chandra taught them using the Bible
with a method much like the “Let’s Start
Talking” system used today.  She translated
church songs, articles, and even some
books into Spanish.
        Chandra reached out to the young
people in Argentina.  Along with her
daughter, she helped in church camps.
She encouraged youths with love and
hospitality.  She and Marilyn opened their
home to young people, and many of them
stayed there when it was too late to go
home on public transportation.
        Chandra loved God’s creation.
Painting was one of her joys.  She shared
her artistic eye for color with me.  Several
times I traveled with Chandra and Marilyn
to their ranch in New Mexico.  Traveling

with Chandra was an adventure.  She
knew the names of all the wildflowers, the
birds, the trees, and the animals.  She
noticed the different shades of green in the
landscape; clouds were not only white –
they could have a touch of purple, pink,
blue, or red.  She embroidered and quilted
bird quilts for all her grandchildren and
made Marilyn a quilt with Argentine birds.
A friend of Chandra’s told me she used to
sow bluebonnet seeds along the sides of
the highway.  Her yard in Robert Lee,
Texas, was full of flowers, unique rocks,
and pieces of wood.
        Chandra and Marilyn came back to
Texas so that Marilyn could finish a Master’s
degree. Their plan was to return to
Argentina.  I remember Chandra telling me
that she didn’t like to sing “Lord, Come
Quickly.”  She said, “I’m not ready for the
Lord to come quickly; there are too many
things that I have yet to do.”  About a year
after their return God called Chandra home
at the age of seventy.
        I read somewhere that “God does
not call the qualified; he qualifies the
called.”  That’s what he did for Chandra.
This talented retired teacher sowed many
seeds, both in the ground and in the hearts
of people.  Only God knows about the
harvest.
        I won’t be surprised if the streets of
heaven are lined with bluebonnets.
Chandra has been there a while.
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in different cultures, and even buried loved ones on alien
soil.  There is no one model for a missionary wife and,
once on the field, the family determines how the talents
of the wife can best be used in the mission endeavor.
For some, this may mean a stronger focus on the family,
especially when children are small.  For others, it may
mean special projects or ministries outside the home.

Whether married or single, missionary women need
the support and prayers of the home church.  They need
churches to know that they are not super Christians and
that they, too, have struggles, problems, and successes.
Like their stateside sisters, they need the freedom to be
themselves and use their gifts in the Kingdom as God
directs them.

In addition to those women who have been specifically
sent out by churches, there are countless others who have
chosen to become vocational missionaries.  These
individuals have sought careers that will take them outside
the United States so they can serve in overseas mission
fields.

The world today is shrinking in terms of travel and
communication.  In many ways, factors like these are
forcing cultures to become more similar.  It is perhaps
easier to be a missionary today than it was in past
generations, yet the number of missionaries in the field
has not grown significantly.  At the same time, the need
for effective missionary women has never been greater.
In Muslim countries, for example, only women can reach
out to women, and all countries need living examples of
Christian womanhood and Christian service.

The church needs to encourage its young people to
consider missions as a career choice by making it an
integral part of the Bible school curriculum.  Mission
experiences during the teenage years should be focused
toward preparing for full time missions.  Parents need to
be willing to let their children become missionaries.  God
was willing to send His son as a missionary to a lost
world; the church can do no less with its daughters and
still be His church.


