It7S AbOUt Time! by Alan Phillips

“This is something we have needed in churches of
Christ to more effectively evangelize the world.”

“It's about time that we work together as a
brotherbood in our foreign mission efforts!”

“It will mean better stewardship of resources and
lives in this new century.”

These are but a few of the reactions we are hearing
from Christians throughout the nation as they learn of
this new ministry—~Missions Resource Network. The time
is right for joining hands to approach the task of “going
into all the world, preaching the gospel to everyone.”

Christians in America, who have been blessed
beyond any previous generation or nation, should
spearhead such an immense challenge. Did you know
that if you live above the current U.S. poverty level,
you are among the world’s top 3% of wealthy people?
Such blessings come with great responsibility. Luke
writes, “From everyone who bas been given much, much
will be demanded; and from everyone who has been
entrusted with much, much more will be asked” (Luke
12:48). God is blessing us for just such a vision as this!

Missions Resource Network needs your help to

accomplish the great opportunity we have for doing a
better job in reaching the lost around the world. In
only its second year of ministry, many are already joining
hands so that we can more effectively belp churches
plant churches worldwide. We solicit your partnership
in prayer as well as your financial partnership. Become

a monthly Network Partner
or annual Sustaining
Partner by calling our
toll-free number
(888) 641-2229.

Some say that we, in
churches of Christ, are a
fractured body. Perhaps it’s

time we come together and
regain our focus by sharing the message of hope found
in Christ. Could it be that at the end of the 21st century,
people around the world will know us as a unified
body who loved them enough to give of ourselves for
their soul’s sake? Let’s join together and be a part of
the solution.

Missions Resource Network staff:
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Contact us at Missions@MRNet.org or 1-800-641-2229 for available resources and services at MRN.

= Missions Resource Network

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PO. Box 3655, Abilene, Texas 79604

PAID
Abilene, TX
Permit # 1133

Missions Resource Network

Reseurces

Vol. 1, March 2000

HELPING CHURCHES PLANT CHURCHES WORLDWIDE

A Clear PurpOse by Bob Waldron

Facing the evangelistic challenge of the
new millennium is an exciting, almost
breathless task. New opportunities and
unimagined possibilities assault the status
quo. If ever there was a time for the church
to focus on a clear evangelistic purpose, it is
now.

Missions Resource Network, begun after
years of planning and prayer by more than
150 church leaders, is designed to help local
churches maximize today’s possibilities and
tomorrow’s opportunities by helping them
plant churches worldwide.

Church-Planting Partner. We will not
do the work of local churches, but we will
research and prioritize strategic locations for
new church plantings. We also will recruit
and screen teams of qualified missionaries
and present them to local churches whom
we hope will support and oversee them.
Churches will continue to do their work and
we will support and serve alongside them,
when invited, to help assure outcomes that
are more productive.

Resource Provider. We will offer
educational and training resources to stimulate
missions awareness and expertise in the local
church. These resources will include seminars,

Longtime
missionary,

professor
succumbs

consulting services, and printed, audio/visual
and electronic materials to equip congregations
for more effective outreach.

Nerve Center. We are dedicated to
becoming a

hub of up-to-
date missions
information to
assist churches,
missionary
candidates and
veteran
missionaries.
Sometimes we
will provide
that
information
directly, but

because we value collaboration and
collegiality, we may at times link people with
other Christian ministries that can best serve
their missions needs.

If ever there was a time for the church to
Jfocus on a clear evangelistic purpose, it is
now. We at Missions Resource Network are
excited to be partnering with churches,
missionaries, and Christian ministries at such
a challenging time.

Missions Power
for Your
Local Church
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Crowned With Glory
and Honor s

At the beginning of the New Year, Dr.
Thomas N. Schulz began his new life in
eternity. Dr. Schulz, professor of Bible and
missions at York College, died at his home
January 1 after a long battle with cancer.
Loved ones remember him for his passion
for missions and his devotion to his family
and students.

Tom became a Christian while he was
serving in the United States Air Force during
the Korean Conflict. In France, Tom studied
the Bible with two Christian airmen, and after
six months he went to Frankfurt, Germany,
where Otis Gatewood baptized him into
Christ. Tom traveled all over Europe, and
after worshipping with the brethren in
Holland, he made a commitment to return
and help with the work there. Tom and his
wife, Dottie, worked with churches of Christ
in the Netherlands for 15 years before teaching
at York College (YO).

The Schulzes are a renowned pair at YC.

They were two out of eight students who
were the first to attend YC after reopening
in 1955, and were the first couple to marry
on the campus. Tom and Dottie’s marriage
is noted as a trademark of teamwork.
Together, God used them to influence many
students to become missionaries.

While he taught missions and Bible at

Subscribe Now!

World Digest is a one-page update
featuring inspiring sfories from the mission
field. Inserted in bullefins or read from the
pulpit, World Digest is an excellent
publication fo create missions awareness
and interest in your congregation.
Subscribers will receive the publication six
times a year. Call us now at (888) 641-
2229 to order World Digest for only
$20 per year for a bundle of 50!

York, Schulz also served as chair of the Bible
department and as a member of the Masters
Apprentice Program, taking young people
on mission trips. Students and faculty describe
Schulz as an example of efficiency and
patience and an excellent classroom teacher.
Schulz was voted as
one of the top three
professors 13 years
out of the 21 years he
taught at YC.

In honor of
Schulz’s dedication to
his family, the mission
field and York
College, the Thomas
N. Schulz Professor of
Missions chair was
established two months before his death.
“Those who hold this position in the future
will be influenced and challenged by the
standard Dr. Schulz has set, the commitment
he has to teaching and to the work of
missions,” said Dr. Frank Wheeler, chair of
the Division of Biblical Studies and Behavioral
Sciences at YC.

Our prayers are with Dottie Schulz who
serves on the Board of Trustees for Missions
Resource Network.

by Dwight Whitsett

The Vine Avenue church heard the
call from Eastern Europe when the
Turners sought their support to join a
mission team. The Turners made a hit
with the congregation and were on the
field within a year. Two years later it
was all over. Unprepared for the culture
shock and ill-equipped to work as a unit,
the team disintegrated and the Turners
returned home, broken and defeated.

The Main Street church determined
to concentrate on a country in Southeast
Asia. Their missions policy required
thorough screening and training for those
they support. They selected and
prepared the Walkers, who joined a well-
trained team going to a major city. Eight
years later the team was still working
together to effectively establish churches
throughout their city.

Because Vine Avenue and the
Turners were poorly equipped, the
missions flame at Vine sputtered and
died. Both Main Street and the Walkers,
however, were well equipped for the
task. Returning eight years later, the
Walkers left behind a strong, self-
supporting church. The missions flame
burns brightly at Main Street.

Even with no organization outside
local, autonomous congregations,
churches of Christ have been blessed
with notable progress in missions. We
are among the top missions sending
groups in our nation. Nevertheless,
congregations have been reluctant to
work with one another and have failed
to learn from one another’s successes
and failures. As each church does its
own thing, mistakes are often repeated.

Dr. Tom Schulz with
student Vonda Downs
at York College.

We’re on the Web!

At www.MRNet.org you will find Nationscans, inventories of
missions resources and practical articles designed

fo supply churches and individuals with the latest

in missions data. Are you a missions committee

member looking for information about missionary

care? Are you an elder wanting to lead your

church to world evangelization? Are you a

missionary seeking pertinent facts about a

particular country? Whatever you need, we've got itl Log on now

fo www.MRNet.org o find out how you can become more
effective in missions.

Equipping for the
Great Commission

Wouldn't it be wonderful if more
churches were like Main Street? Elders
and preachers would understand their
key roles in successful missions. Well-
organized and informed missions
committees would oversee efficient and
productive efforts. Use of resources
would be maximized. Missions personnel
and their supporting churches would be
excited and encouraged. The greatest
blessing of all would be the saving of
many souls and the planting of strong,
growing churches to the glory of God.

Dwight teaches about writing a missions policy.

Here’s the good news: any church
can be a great missions church! Our
wonderful fellowship possesses many
experienced, talented and learned
individuals, and entities capable of
bringing churches to solid missions
proficiency.

Missions Resource Network is,
among other things, an equipping
ministry. Our seminar, Missions Power
Jor Your Local Church, is now available.
And through our consulting services we
can address specific needs and issues
unique to individual congregations.
Contact us today.

SPOTLIGHT

How To Pray
for Your
Missionaries

Pray that God will:

e Open the hearts of those
your missionaries are
attempting to reach with
the gospel.

Raise up faithful
nationals who will be
able to teach and train
others.

Give your missionaries
effective strategies and
wisdom for reaching the
lost.

Give your missionaries
good health and keep
them safe.

Enable your missionaries
to learn the language
and culture of their host
people.

Keep your missionaries
from discouragement.
Protect your single
missionaries from
loneliness and sexual
temptation.

Strengthen the
marriages of your
missionaries.

Help your missionaries
set the proper priorities.
Provide the finances for
each missionary family
to remain on the field.

“Dear Father, to whom all honor
is due, let your hand of power
rest on your committed servants;
sustain them and let them never
grow slack or less devoted to
principle.”--Praying with Paul by
Eldon Degge




